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Southern Sydney’s transport crisis

Too many cars, not enough
public transport AR
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A light rail solution for Southern Sydney’s transport crisis [l os

The Bay Light Express o

Council Lunch-Time
Seminar

All transport solutions start with extensions to new areas denied ratommercial, special event andwould take just twenty minutes b
i ight access for too long. industrial sites. They would light rail. The same journeys b
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rail line EcoTransit Sy_dney has _The propos_al consists of two providegservice fasterthah carscar take almost an hour,_and th L2am-1pm, Sutherland Shire
put down on the map is thigay links—Bay Light EastandBay  Stretching for 27kmBay Light clog General Holmes Drive. Council will be hosting a seminar
Light Express—a new proposal Light West The two would skirt Eastwould provide a fast and TheBay Light Wesis a 25.5km presentation on the Bay Light
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This is the class of vehicle we could see on the Bay Light Express routes: air . . .
conditioned, wheelchair and bicycle accessible, these modern Variotrams provide a venues in the Eastern Suburbsesidential areas.
comfortable and ‘jolt-free’ ride.

Come and see first hand the
hundreds of homes that would

be bulldozed. Ring 9545 3077 to

turn Over D book your place.
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systems to modes like electrically-
powered light rail that are independent
of it.

The fundamental problem is that the
rate of world oil consumption has
outpaced the rate at which it can be

supplied. This is exacerbated by the fact The M6 would see around |
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can only decline steadily from now on. =% Gymea and Kirrawee.

Respected oil industry experts Thousands more would be N

accurately predicted the current crisis
years ago. The oil now being discovered advrs ly . Cte‘
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the only way to deal with it is to slowly L B A el
reduce our consumption. If we don't, the
global economy faces a future of
destructive volatility.

Urban transport is the hungriest )
consumer of oil, but it is also the area el .
where we can expect to replace it most 9, | iy Parts of the Royal L bz i, s fee s B | | b=
easily, and with the greatest economic ./ ‘4% =g National Park LA NE L g % ’I'“’ L
effect. With the value of the Aussie dollar ~ + " i{ & would be concreted. EEW TR | By | § S C ik
dropping and global oil prices rising, _ i R G v i | ' P 20
freeway building will not sustain the
future transport needs of our region.
Light rail will. It's cheaper to construct,
so we get more ‘bang for our buck’. This
makes good economic sense! m

Urban freeway building is counter-productive and self- The M2 has not removed heavy traffic volumes from

perpetuating. As soon as a new freeway is opened, traffic the parallel arterial Epping Road, and entry to the

volumes quickly grow to fill the available road space. A NA L YSIS tollbooths is often jammed with traffic. The Eastefn

Bottlenecks and congested choke-points that the original Distributor is regularly jammed. Whenever specipl

freeway was intended to remove, are simply moved to events at Fox Studios, the Cricket Ground and Randwjick

another part of the network and the process is repeated. A NA L YS IS Racecourse are scheduled for the same day, the sy
After each turn in the freeway building cycle, the scale can't cope.

of the problems become bigger as more traffic is There have been no less than three commission

funnelled onto the road network. Traffic engineers call inquiry into Sydney freeways—the F1, F5 and F2. All
this ‘induced traffic growth’ or ‘system feedback’*. three inquiries concluded the freeways should not Jbe

This has been the case with many freeway and tollways built and that public transport and rail freig

in Sydney and will certainly be the case with the M5East. _ _ _ o development.should b_e given priority. o
It is no secret that when the M5East is opened Removing vehicles from congestion hot spots by providingThe 1980 Kirby Inquiry was ahead of its time when
comprehensive alternatives to the car is the real soluti@pposed construction of the F5 (now the M5Ea

minimum of 60,000 vehicles per day will be dumped oy Bay Light Express and other public transport upgrad@gough Wolli Creek. The inquiry concluded:

Princes Hwy at Arncliffe and General Holmes Drive that are long overdue) do hold out the prospect of real
This will be a disaster! General Holmes Drive is alrea . 9 . . Prosp .__'The provision of greater capacity within the south-
olutions. These solutions would not involve the destruction

choked with traffic. Widening the road is not possibl%f entire neiahbourhoods as the M6 would western corridor ... will in our opinion, simply
because of the runway tunnels. _ g _ _ ’ encourage commuter traffic to travel in a direction in

In anticipation. the freewav pundits are out in forc If built, the M6 will see residents lose their homes as thgnich it aught to be discouraged. Very soon th
talking upehe M6—the next %/repeway, intended to SO|V§eeV\/_ay is bulldozed through Rockdale, Monteray, Saggngestion eliminated by the route will re-appear, a
all the problems that the M5East freeway will create. 204! and Dolls Point. In the Sutherland Shire, parts ghffic seeks to take advantage of the spare capac

) __Miranda, Gymea, Kirrawee and Grays Point would bgithin the system. There will be more traffic, more
A second option that has been talked about inside tﬂﬁerly devastated. Hundreds of homes would

RTA, but not released to the public, is to redirect thgmolished and thousands more would be left to suffer thgort reprieve from congestion which will quickly
northern end of the freeway from Miranda through @affic noise and exhaust fumes. Sections of the Roy@lappear.”

Caringbah and onto Captain Cook Drive. It would theRational Park will be lost under asphalt and many of the '
enter a tunnel section and go under the heads of BOtEHI‘é{ying fields in Rockdale will be destroyed. And to Whai(

Bay before hooking into Anzac Parade at La Perousgnose? To shift a bottleneck to a new part of the networ
directing traffic from the south and into the CBD via the

Local residents and businesses who oppose the
cause they want to save their neighbourhoods,
ot be called NIMBYs (Not In My Back Yard). They

o . the traffic away”, has been the standard response of fithk outside the square and look for real solutions
This option has been held in reserve because there Vs put no one b

always be problems with the traffic that an M6 woulek yften referred t

dump in the middle of the Central Industrial Area. Thg,ur. The last round of widenings, which saw the tolWamove cars from our roads.

RTA s also frightened of a massive community backlas_arOW from 4 lanes to 6 was meant to free Up CONGEStiQl:, . yorailed information about Induced Traffic
In exactly the same way the MSEast has created a crigiy reality is that congestion is still a problem but on Browth. visit the EcoTransit website at

even befor.e Its opening, S_O too will the M6. ~ bigger scale of 6 to 8 lanes instead of 4 to 6. www.ecotransit.org.au and check out some of the back
The M6 is not a ‘solution’ to the transport crisis. issues of Hell on Wheels.

lﬁl{l}ution, more noise and less parks, and all for a very
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Eastern Suburbs. For several decades, “Let’s build another freeway to tafgl| pe seen as sensible people who were preparel to
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